Custody with Coinbase
Prime: Secure your 

digital assets
Qualified custody with battle-tested security
Custody vault wallets
combine cold storage
and multiparty
computation
technologies

Easily stake assets
for additional yield
opportunities

Flexible options to
participate in
governance within
Coinbase Prime’s UI

Our four-pillar approach to securing clients’ cryptocurrency
Cultivate a culture of trust. At Coinbase, we have created a security-minded work environment
that demands all employees and partners engage in positive security habits.

ail the basics. By focusing on building a strong foundation first, we invest in security from the
basic to the more complex, keeping in mind the specific challenges of blockchains and smart
contracts.
N

ticipate advanced adversaries. We understand that we are a tempting target for attackers and
plan and prepare for well-funded and highly sophisticated adversaries. 
An

aise the bar for security. We invest in top talent, tooling, and research to ensure we are
proactively addressing developing threats.
R

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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Vault
storage

Coinbase vault storage: cold storage and more for institutions
Our Coinbase Vault storage solution secures your assets with a comprehensive system combining
physical security, consensus computation, and strict process controls. It’s a solution that goes
beyond consumer-grade hardware wallets. Our systems are designed for multi-user operations,
ensuring that no one can act maliciously or be coerced into executing unauthorized transactions
and instructions.

Your private keys are secured using the best of distributed cold storage as well as advances in
multiparty computation technology. Once a cold storage address has been used (burned), we
automatically sweep deposits into the newest cold address available. When your assets are in the
vault, they are secured physically and logically, since all movement is coordinated, monitored, and
audited.

Our technologies ensure that private keys are never stored in a full, usable format. Transactions can
only be signed at the last possible moment. We don’t keep any keys in a single location. Only
through coordination of multiple globally distributed individuals who bring partial key material
online at clients’ requests can any process begin.

Our designs ensure that clients can complete signing activities only within Coinbase’s secure,
internet-isolated production network. This way Coinbase and our clients are always in control of
their assets.
Multiparty computation

Multiparty computation is an advanced cryptography technology that protects private keys, reducing the potential for
key theft or misuse. MPC allows multiple parties to verify a computation based on their combined data, without
revealing any of the inputs used. It adds a layer of security to keep private keys safe.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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How to stake your assets with Coinbase Prime
The crypto ecosystem continues to become more active and participatory, evolving from an asset
class to an economy of its own. Rather than simply storing crypto in wallets, many long-term crypto
holders view staking as a way of making their assets work for them by generating rewards and
contributing toward network security.

Our approach prioritizes protecting your assets

At Coinbase, we keep the security of our clients’ assets top of mind through all stages of staking,
from cold storage to running reliable validators through our very own Coinbase Cloud services.
We’re a qualified custodian backed by industry-leading insurance and regularly undergo SOC 1 Type
2 and SOC 2 Type 2 audits by Deloitte & Touche.

Our holistic security design uses a combination of people, process, and technology controls to
cryptographically sign and broadcast instructions onto a public blockchain. Coinbase Prime’s vault
storage is backed by a combination of cold storage and multiparty computation technologies that
ensure only authorized withdrawal and redemption instructions are processed. We continually
invest in improving our security processes and tooling to prioritize protecting our clients’ assets.

Coinbase clients can stake a variety of assets. The flow and functionality may vary for some assets.
The table below outlines which assets are supported and what functionality is allowed or enabled
for each asset.
To a single
address

To multiple
addresses

Partial amount
allowed

Change
validator

Unstake and
withdrawal

Restake
rewards

Tezos (XTZ)

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Automatic

Cosmos (ATOM)

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Manual

Polkadot (DOT)

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Automatic

Solana (SOL)

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Automatic

Celo (CELO)

Yes

No

No

No

Yes

Automatic

Ethereum (ETH)

Yes

Yes

Yes

No

No

No

Asset

Cosmos (ATOM) rewards are not automatically compounded and must be manually called and restaked.


Polkadot (DOT) is the only asset that allows a portion of the wallet balance to be staked. For the other assets, the entire wallet
balance must be staked. If you only want to allocate a portion of your funds to staking, we recommend setting up multiple wallets.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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187 assets launched for custody in 2022
Staking options

Our clients have access to two secure and seamless staking options. You can stake to a shared
Coinbase or third-party validator through Coinbase Prime’s vault storage. Or you can stake to your
own private dedicated validator through Coinbase or a third party.

If you have validator customization requirements, we can run your private validators, which has
additional advantages. If interested, inquire with the team at sales@coinbase.com.

Setting up staking 

Only users with Initiator or Authorized Signatory roles will be able to set up staking. To start, ensure
you have the proper permissions and roles. Then, go to the Portfolio tab and click on the asset you
would like to stake. Click on Getting Started or click on the three dots to the right of a wallet and
select Stake.


Pricing

When staking to a shared Coinbase validator, fees are automatically deducted at the protocol level:
● 8% for Solana and Polkadot
● 20% for Cosmos and Tezos
● No fee for Celo
Reward rates depend on the protocols themselves and are not determined by Coinbase.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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Staking economics by asset

The various features of staking a particular asset should factor into your strategy, such as reward
rate, minimum requirements, and more listed below. Reward mechanisms will vary by the dynamics
of each protocol, which is why it’s important to note the differences. Below is an overview of assets
with staking supported by Coinbase Prime’s vault storage along with their staking economics.
Staking
minimum
requirement

Delegation
minimum
requirement

Estimated
reward payout
period

Delegator
reward
compound

Unbonding
period

Slashing
protection
provided

Tezos (XTZ)

8,000 XTZ

No

Cycle | 2.8 days

Automatic

None

Yes

Cosmos (ATOM)

65,000 ATOM

1 ATOM

Block | 7 seconds

Manual

21 days

Yes

Polkadot (DOT)

1,800,000 DOT

Variable

Era | 24 hours

Automatic

28 days

No

Solana (SOL)

No

1 SOL

Epoch | 2 days

Automatic

2-4 days

No

Celo (CELO)

2,200,000 CELO

No

Epoch | 24 hours

Automatic

3 days

No

Ethereum (ETH)

32 ETH

N/A

Epoch | 6.4 min

N/A

TBD

No

Asset

Tezos (XTZ) rewards are earned with every 30-second block on the validator, but paid out every 2.8-day cycle. 


For up-to-date staking rewards rates, please review stakingrewards.com.

Definitions

Staking minimum requirement. The protocol-mandated
minimum number of tokens for a node to be in the Active
Set and earn rewards. 


Delegation minimum requirement. The protocol-mandated

minimum number of tokens required to delegate to a
public shared validator. 



Delegator reward compound. Whether our public shared

validators automatically compound rewards versus
delegators having to manually restake.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com

Custody:

Governance

How to participate in governance
Coinbase Prime clients have the option of manual voting (voting directly on proposals) or delegate
voting (delegating votes to a third party). Both have been optimized for security and ease of use;
your tokens will not leave our cold storage, and you’ll have access to them.
Start at the Portfolio tab

Click the Portfolio tab to begin. It’s where you land after you log in to Coinbase Prime.

1 Use the search box to find the asset that you would like to set up governance for.
2 Click on the asset, then select the Governance tab.

1
2

Note: Only users with Initiator or Authorized Signatory roles will be able to set up voting.

Assets supported for governance
Aave (AAVE)

ApeCoin (APE)

Compound (COMP)

Gitcoin (GTC)

Optimism (OP)

U

niswap (UNI)

For Optimism (OP) and ApeCoin (APE), the only form of voting supported is delegate voting.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com

DYDX (DYDX)
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Enable voting

Once you navigate to the asset page, you can set up voting in two ways:


1

1 Click on Get Started.

2

on the three dots to
2 Click
the right of a wallet and
select Set Up Voting.

Note: Only users with Initiator or Authorized Signatory roles will be able to set up voting.

A quick note

Funds allocated to voting are allocated at the wallet level. If you only want to allocate a portion of your funds to voting
or would like to use a combination of manual and delegate voting, we recommend setting up multiple wallets at this
stage to reflect those preferences. You can do so by clicking the blue Add New Wallet button.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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Setting up manual voting


1

From the initial voting modal, click on Manual Voting.

2

Select the wallet you would like to use. All tokens in
any selected wallet will be used for voting.

3

Once you select a wallet and delegate to use, click
on the Set Up Voting button.

4

Before the voting setup can be completed, you must
complete a security key authorization.

5

After the security key is authorized via your hardware key,
you will need consensus approvals for the change to be
processed. Users with Approver or Authorized Signatory
roles will be able to approve governance updates.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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Setting up delegate voting


1

From the initial voting modal, click on Delegate Voting.

2

Select the wallet and delegate. All the tokens in the
selected wallet will be delegated, and the delegate
you select will vote on future proposals on your
behalf.

3

Once you select a wallet and delegate to use, click on
the Set Up Voting button.

4

Before the voting setup can be completed, you must
complete a security key authorization.

5

After the security key is authorized via your hardware key,
you will need consensus approvals for the change to be
processed. Users with Approver or Authorized Signatory
roles will be able to approve governance updates.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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How to vote

Once you’re logged in to your account, you can view pending votes by clicking into the asset page.
From this page, you can vote for or against proposals.

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com
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Coinbase Custody entities: CCI and CCTC
Coinbase Custody International Ltd (CCI) is an Irish company and a wholly owned subsidiary of
Coinbase Global Inc. that provides Coinbase Custody service to institutions and high net worth
individuals globally. CCI enables customers to store their digital assets in a highly secure, offline
manner with institutional-grade controls and services.

CCI provides a suite of custodial wallet services for a vast array of digital assets, allows customers
to transfer digital assets, and supports staking for a number of assets on Coinbase’s platform. CCI
serves clients based in the EU and other non-U.S. jurisdictions.

Coinbase operates Coinbase Custody Trust Company (CCTC), established as a New York Trust
Company; CCTC is the largest digital assets custody solutions provider in the U.S. This entity is
regulated by the New York State Department of Financial Services (NYDFS). Coinbase has
developed market-leading security infrastructure around its U.S. custody operation and has
replicated this infrastructure as the basis for CCI’s safeguarding and custody operations.

Key differences between CCI and CCTC
Coinbase Custody International Ltd (CCI)

Coinbase Custody Trust Company (CCTC)

Incorporated

Ireland

United States

Key generation &
storage locations

Europe

United States

Primary offices

Dublin, London

San Francisco, New York, Portland

Local support

4 a.m. – 6 p.m. GMT

9 a.m. – 11 p.m. PST

Legal jurisdiction

Subject to applicable Irish law

Regulated by the New York State  
Department of Financial Services

SOC controls
completed

n/a

SOC 1 Type II

SOC 2 Type II

Withdrawal

Monday – Friday, 24-hour SLA

Weekends/holidays, 48-hour SLA

Monday - Friday, 24-hour SLA

Weekends/holidays, 48-hour SLA

processing times

For more information, please contact sales@coinbase.com

Disclaimer
This document is intended only for sophisticated investors; it is for informational purposes only and does not constitute the provision of investment
advice. Client assumes full responsibility for its trading activity and should consult its advisors for its specific situation. Coinbase is not registered as
an investment advisor and Coinbase assumes no liability, obligation, or responsibility for client decisions regarding its Coinbase Prime Broker
Account. Please consult your Coinbase Prime Broker Agreement and www.coinbase.com/Prime for additional details.


Coinbase and related logos are trademarks of Coinbase, Inc., or its Affiliates. This material is for informational purposes only and is not (i) an offer, or
solicitation of an offer, to invest in, or to buy or sell, any interests or shares, or to participate in any investment or trading strategy, (ii) intended to
provide accounting, legal, or tax advice, or investment recommendations, or (iii) an official statement of Coinbase. No representation or warranty is
made, expressed, or implied, with respect to the accuracy or completeness of the information or to the future performance of any digital asset,
financial instrument, or other market or economic measure. The information is believed to be current as of the date indicated and may not be updated
or otherwise revised to reflect information that subsequently became available or a change in circumstances after the date of publication. Investing
in cryptocurrency comes with risk. Prior results that are presented here are not guaranteed and prior results do not guarantee future performance.
Recipients should consult their advisors before making any investment decision. Coinbase may have financial interests in, or relationships with, some
of the assets, entities, and/or publications discussed or otherwise referenced in the materials. Any references to third parties do not imply
Coinbase’s endorsement, or approval of any third-party websites or their content. Any use, review, retransmission, distribution, or reproduction of
these materials, in whole or in part, is strictly prohibited in any form without the express written approval of Coinbase. Coinbase, Inc. is licensed to
engage in virtual currency business activity by the New York State Department of Financial Services. Coinbase, Inc., 248 3rd St #434, Oakland, CA,
94607. 
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